Syllabus
8th Grade Science

Mrs. Calvert

St. Joseph School   2017 - 2018
Course Description:  The Eighth Grade Science curriculum will explore three different areas of science:  Life Sciences, Earth Sciences and Physical Science.   The Life Science portion of this course will cover the biodiversity, classification, structural, behavioral, and physiological adaptations that affect the likelihood of survival in particular environments , in addition to population dynamics.  The Earth Science portion of this course include understanding the universe (the solar system, and stars and galaxies), fossils and geological time scales. The Physical Science portion will explore chemical reactions, and light and sound, Newton’s three Laws of Motion.  On Monday, August 1st, we will be fortunate to observe a solar eclipse which will provide an excellent learning opportunity at school.
State Standards:  The curriculum standards for this class can be found on the Schools/Education link found on the Diocese of Knoxville website, as well as the state education department website.  A link for the curriculum standards can be found on the Middle School Page on the St. Joseph School website.
Pacing:   
	Fall Semester
	Spring Semester

	First Quarter:  Earth Science – understanding the universe.

Physical Science – Motion, Speed and Velocity, Acceleration, Newton’s Law of Motion, Energy
	Third Quarter:  Physical Science – Energy Changes in Chemical Reactions, Substances, Mixtures, Solutions, pH, Biomolecules

Earth Science – Clue’s to Earth’s Past, Geological Time 

	Second Quarter:  Physical Science – States of Matter, Parts of the Atom, Periodic Table, Bonding, Chemical Formulas, Compounds, Chemical Reactions, Balancing Equations
	Fourth Quarter:  Life Science – How body systems interact, Heredity, Adaptation and Evolution, Biodiversity


Resources:  Integrated Science Glencoe Course 3, Holt, McGraw Hill Education, 2017.

Expectations:  All students are expected to perform to the best of their ability each day.  That includes behavior.  We do not have time for distractions, particularly when we are performing labs and engaging in inquiry-based learning activities. 
Grading Policy:

100 – 99    A+


79 – 83   C
95 – 98      A


77 - 78    C-

93 – 94      A-


75 – 76   D+
91 – 92      B+


72 – 74   D
88 -  90      B


70 – 71   D-
86 – 87      B-


Below 70   F
84 – 85      C+
Grades are weighted as follows:

Class work

10%

Homework

15%

Labs and Quizzes
25%
Tests


50%

Please note that classwork and homework comprise 25% of the total grade, the other 75%, or majority of the grade is from tests (unit test, midterm, and final).  

If a student receives a poor or failing grade on a test, the student should attend a tutoring session or sessions with me, after which the student may take a make- up test (covering the same material, but a different format).   I suggest students also make test corrections for their own benefit.
Saint Albert the Great Science Fair:  Students will engage in an individual research project that will be completed and presented at the St. Albert the Great Science Fair held at St. Joseph School on Wednesday, January 31st, 2018.  The top three placed projects in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade will participate in the 2016 Southern Appalachian Science and Engineering Fair held at UT Knoxville on March 27, 2018.
Make-up Work/Late Work:  In case of an absence, it is the responsibility of the student to ask the teacher about makeup work.  Makeup work is expected to be completed in the same amount of time the student was absent (so if the student missed one day of school, work would have to be made up in one day, if student missed two days of school, work would have to be made up in two days, etc.).


Late work will be accepted in the following manner:  one day late, students will receive 75% of the grade they earned; two days late and beyond, students will not receive a grade unless parents can provide a note explaining extenuating circumstances.  

Communication:  Email:  RCalvert@sjsknox.org or you may leave a message at St. Joseph School at (865) 689 – 3424.

About the Teacher:  Rosemary Calvert received a Bachelor of Science in Zoology and a Masters of Arts in Zoology from Duke University.  She received her Secondary Science Education Certification from the University of Tennessee, Knoxville with endorsements in Biology, Chemistry, General Science, and U.S. and World History.  Mrs. Calvert has been a Scientific Illustrator, Adjunct College Professor, Museum Technician, and for eight years, a high school science teacher in the Knox County Public School System.   This is Mrs. Calvert’s sixth year at St. Joseph School.  Mrs. Calvert is a member of St. John Neumann Roman Catholic Church and recently celebrated her 36th Wedding Anniversary with her husband Mark. They have two sons, Ben (wife Molly) and Sam, and two daughters, Danielle and Emily (husband William).  Her hobbies are gardening, hiking, quilting, painting, playing tennis, playing the viola, and spending time with her family.
